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On July 19, in a speech commemorating the ninth anniversary of the Sandinistas' ouster of dictator
Anastasio Somoza, President Daniel Ortega called for resumption of direct talks with the US to
establish normal diplomatic and economic relations, and unilaterally extended the three-monthold ceasefire until the end of August. Ortega spoke to a crowd of about 30,000 in Juigalpa, about 100
miles east of Managua. The president defended the expulsions of US Ambassador Richard Melton
and seven other US diplomats on July 11. Ortega said Melson was behind "a destabilization plan
ordered by the Reagan administration...Melton did not act like other US ambassadors. He came with
orders from the office of that criminal lunatic they have up there, (Assistant Secretary of State) Elliott
Abrams. "American imperialism, the Yankee government, the Reagan government has ordered
an internal destabilization plan aimed at forming a so-called National Salvation Government with
opposition groups. These are groups that have adopted the counter-revolutionary position, not the
position of a true civilian opposition. They have gone to the point of defying the law, attacking our
police. And behind those plans, organizing them, was the American Ambassador, Richard Melton."
Next, Ortega rejected criticism of steps taken last week against the opposition. He said the US press
and Congress are simply "ignoring crimes committed against our people...They are more concerned
when we temporarily close the newspaper La Prensa or Radio Catolica, or that we imprison those
who break the law. This matters more to them than the life of a Nicaraguan child." (Basic data from
New York Times, Washington Post, 07/20/88)
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